
PHOTO
INSIGHT
Tom Mackie recalls how he used to visit the St 
Louis Arch in Missouri as a child and why, when 
photographing this impressive structure years later, 
he resolved to find a viewpoint with a difference
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Photography is all about contrast. If you look at any photographic image, 
more often than not it is contrast that has made a composition powerful. 
The colour contrast between a bright yellow sunflower and a brilliant 
blue sky, for example, will create impact – the sunflower will jump out 
at the viewer. Likewise, combining natural elements with constructed 
objects as I have done in the main image also creates contrast. The 
contrast comes from the tension between two very different elements 
that don’t sit naturally together. 

Spotting two interesting objects or features in a scene is one thing, 
but being able to balance the two skilfully to create a seamless whole 
is another. The challenge is to combine the elements in a way that is not 
jarring to the eye. Think about where the objects are positioned in the 
frame. What is the effect of placing one object in the foreground and the 
other in the background? How can you use perspective to create tension 
and balance? Asking these kinds of questions should help when thinking 
about using contrast effectively in your images.

In the image above, contrast comes from both colour and pattern. 
Here the tops of a white picket fence look bold and graphic against the 
luminous green palm leaves. Look for contrasting objects when you’re 
photographing a scene and think about how you can angle your camera  
to make the most of them in your composition
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